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Building up ETOS May 2010 Minutes
Officers Last month’s newsletter touched on the need for The East Texas Orchid Society met on May 2, 2010
ETOS to increase membership. Looking at methods at Unity Church, Nacogdoches. Members present
President employed by other successful orchid societies can| where: Gwen, Wynn, Justin, and Lisa. Cindy had a
Olie Garrison teach us a lot about what works, and what doesn’t.| conflict but was able to arrive late. Due to the

Vice-President
Cindy McReynolds

Secretary & Editor
R. Justin Daniel

Treasurer
Wynn Logan

AOS Representative
Olie Garrison

Date :
Sunday, June's :

Time
1:30 pm

Location
i Unity Church,
i Nacogdoches, TX:

Refreshments
Lisa

i Agenda Items
i -Show Report

¢ from Olie :
! -Program for rest }
i of year :
i -Membership

i ideas

Program
none

July Meeting
7-11-10

However, we are different from established socsetid
in the “big city” so we may need to be innovativt

absence of our president and vice-president, the
secretary presided of the meeting. The meeting was

our May meeting we talked about some of those ideasalled to order at 1:40 pm.
and how we might be able to adapt them to our smigll The April minutes, prepared by Cindy, were

town setting. Here is some of that discussion:
Plant Sales— If we are to grow our membership, we
must get more people growing orchids. An ETOS
annual plant sale is a good idea, but we may aso |
able to participate in other horticultural groups’
events. Our goal here should be visibility, and
getting mature, inexpensive orchids into as many
East Texas windowsills as we can.

Booth or Table at Local Events— Some local events
would not be appropriate for selling orchids, bot a
ETOS booth or table could be a easy way to pique
some interest. We could keep it as simple as a
blooming orchid and a few membership application|
or we could even set up a small exhibit.

Orchid Show — We haven't given up on having a
show, but we will need to be slightly larger tolpff

a traditional AOS judged event. However, it doésn
have to be all or nothing. A one-day show would b
better than none at all. As far as attracting mens\b
nothing does it better than a room full of blooms.
Workshops — Some larger societies host large
workshops with speakers and vendors. Topics like|
“Miniature Cattleyas” and “Orchids of the
Dominican Republic” sound very interesting to me,
but may be a bit intimidating for a new grower. rOu
workshops and events should appeal to the novice
Starting with topics like “Orchids aren’t hard” or
“Repotting your first Orchid” might attract the
casually interested gardener. We wouldn’t need
guest speakers, a fancy venue, or an all day agend
just a couple of hours, a willing host, and any ofie
our friendly members to give the demo.

These are just a few ideas to toss around. Ang tim
that we can get healthy, properly labeled, blooming
sized orchid into the hands of our friend or nehb
that is a potential new grower, and ETOS member.

May 2010 — Display Table
Cattleya loddigesii,
Phalaenopsis amboinensis
Phalaenopsis Taida Sunshine
Phalaenopsis Sogo Cake
Bc. Sunny Delight ‘MAJ’
Tolumnia variaat

presented for approval. Gwen moved to accept the
minutes as presented. Wynn seconded.

There was no official treasurer’s report, bt th
balance in the ETOS account stands at $273.26. We
still have some small reimbursements to make.

Old Business

ETOS Show — It was discussed at the April meetin
that we might not have the membership base to hold
our own show this year. We resumed discussion on
this topic and agreed that we need to grow a biemo

Meeting Location — The topic of changing meeting
location was also brought up in April, largely doe
s, the one-time conflict. We were all open to movihg
there was a need, but Unity Church currently works
well for our small group.

New Business

Fundraising — Our funds are low, mostly because
e our membership base is small. Annual dues are not

enough to sustain an active group. Our rafflelanct

at monthly meetings brings in some funds but other
income is needed. A plant sale is a popular idea.

Membership/Publicity Ideas — We discussed this
topic at length. Ideas presented are includetien t
article on the left.

The meeting concluded with open discussions
about general orchid culture and pests & diseases.
The meeting adjourned at 2:25 pm.

Program

After concluding the meeting, Justin gave a brief
a demonstration mounting orchids. Using fishing line

and damp sphagnum moss, he attached a Cattleya

seedling to piece of bark from a Cork Oak and a

Brassavola hybrid to a chunk of Cypress wood.

Both newly mounted orchids were raffled off as well

as a few others. Every member present won a raffle

plant! Here's what they all got:

Lisa -Laelia ancepsnounted on a cork bark slab
Cindy —Blc. Keowee on a piece of grape wood
Gwen -BI. Yellow Bird on a cypress chunk
Wynn —Cattleya harrisonianan a cork bark slab

*Happy growing, we'll see you next month!*




(paff-ee-oh-PED-ih-lum)

Paphiopedilums, the lady's-

slipper orchids, originate in

the jungles of the Far East

including Indonesia. They are

semi-terrestrial, growing in

humus and other material on

the forest floor, on cliffs in

pockets of humus and occasionally in trees. They
are easy to grow in the home, under lights or @& th
greenhouse.

Light is easier to provide for paphiopedilums than
many other types of orchids. They require shady
conditions, as in the home in an east or west
window, or near a shaded south window. In the
greenhouse, shade must be provided. Give about
1,000 to 1,500 foot-candles. In the home,
fluorescent lighting is excellent; suspend two or
four tubes 6 to 12 inches above the leaves.

Temperaturesfor

paphiopedilums

cover a

considerable range.

Paphiopedilums are

traditionally

separated into two

groups: the warm

growing mottled-

leaved types and the cool-growing green-leaved
types. A third, increasingly popular group is the
warmer-growing strap-leaved multifloral
paphiopedilums. Warm-growing types should be
kept at 60 to 65 F during the night, and 75to 85 F
or more during the day. Cool-growing types should
be kept at 50 to 60 F during the night and 75 té¢80
during the day. However, many growers raise all
plants in the same temperature range with excellen
results. The plants can stand night temperatures in
the 40s if necessary (as when grown outside in mil
climates), as well as temperatures to 95 F. Care
must be taken to protect the plants from rot when
cold (keep humidity low, and avoid moisture on
leaves or in the crowns of the plants), and also to
protect from burning when hot (shade more heavily
and increase humidity and air movement around th
plants).

—

Water must be available at
the roots constantly, because
all plants in this genus have
no pseudobulbs. All of these
plants need a moist medium
- never soggy, but never dry.
Water once or twice a week.

Humidity for

paphiopedilums should be

moderate, between 40 and 50 percent, which can be
maintained in the home by setting the plants on
trays of gravel, partially filled with water, soath

the plants never sit in water. In a greenhouse,
average humidity is sufficient. Using an evapomativ
cooling system in warm climates can increase the
humidity. Air movement is essential, especially
when humidity is high.

Fertilize on a regular schedule, but care must be
taken to avoid burning of the fleshy, hairy roots.
High-nitrogen fertilizers (such as 30-10-10) are
recommended when potted in any fir-bark mix. In
warm weather, some growers use half-strength
applications every two weeks; others use one-
guarter strength at every watering. It's important
flush with clear water monthly to leach excess
fertilizer, which can burn roots. In cool weather,
fertilizer applications once a month are sufficient

Potting should be
done about every two
years, or as the
medium decomposes.
Seedlings and smalle
plants are often
repotted annually.
Mixes vary tremendously; most are fine- or
medium-grade fir bark, with varying additives, such
as perlite (sponge rock), coarse sand and sphagnum
moss. Moisture retention with excellent drainage is
needed. Large plants can be divided by pulling or
cutting the fans of the leaves apatrt, into clumips o
three to five growths. Smaller divisions will grow,

but may not flower. Spread the roots over a small
amount of medium in the bottom of the pot and fill
with medium, so that the junction of roots and stem
is buried 1D 2 inch deep in the center of the pat.

not overpot; an average plant should have a 4- to 6
inch pot.




