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ETOS Planning First Orchid Show in Nacogdoches for Fall 2010.
The East Texas Orchid Society has begun plannm{jrst-ever orchid show to be held in
Nacogdoches! Although the actual date isn’t pindedn, we are shooting for fall of next year.
seems like a long time to prepare but it will beafuable learning experience for our small group
These pictures just give an idea of what to
expect from a display at an orchid show. We
anticipate entries from nearby orchid societie
Hopefuls include Tyler, Beaumont, Houston :
and maybe some others. As the host society}
we will be responsible for the logistics such a
providing a venue, securing American Orchidj € ; )
Society accredited judges, and arranging for orehbittlors for plant sales. We have lots to learn
a lot about creating an exhibit, preparing our mstand flowers for display, and AOS judging
criteria. Having this goal to work towards shoglde us plenty to discuss at future meetings.
Feel free to join us sometime, we can learn togethe

Above’ a modest but beautiful display at a show

American Orchid Society

The American Orchid Society is more than just a#loclub. Throughout its 85-year history the A@Skeeping with ORCHIDS
its vision and mission, has strived to bring itsmbers timely and state-of-the-art orchid informatisupport basic and

applied research in orchids, and monitor and supmmservation effort both here in North Americanesdl as
throughout the World. They [we] support educapoograms, fund research grants, and participaterniservation of
orchid habitats. Individual membership is sixtylais per year and entitles you to many resouroeshenefits including
a subscription t@rchids, the monthly publication of the AOS. The magazgimformative to growers at all levels and
it is chock full of pictures. This month I'm renaw for the first time since | only joined last yehut | have learned so
much | wish I had joined earlier! Much of the infmation on their website (www.aos.org) is free éemimembers.

AOS Judging— The American Orchid Society’s judging systerong of the most highly respected horticultural alvar
systems in the world. At nationwide monthly judgamed worldwide sanctioned shows, highly trained AG®es
evaluate and recognize new and superior formsabfidispecies, improved forms of orchid hybrids, afehts exhibiting
superior culture. Our own ETOS president is an AO&edited judge, so I'll leave the detailed &tan judging up to him, but | do want to kind of
explain a little bit about it from a beginner’s poof view. It sounds kind of exclusive, but it Hgasn't.

Like Arabian horses or pedigreed golden retrievaany orchids have been bred to an ideal, a urdgathetic quality depending on the variety.
Flower size, color, shape, flower count, and unioreeding directions can all make an orchid exoepti Unlike horses and retrievers (and lucky
for us), orchids can be cloned by tissue cultucklaave exact duplicates made available to the hghbdwer. These clones will carry the same
award since it is genetically identical to the oréa awarded plant, and is given a clonal nameutiivar that identifies it as such. Common awarded
clones can be purchased cheaply, but some comnigimgtices as breeding stock. Since quality parpass down desirable traits, and because
offspring show variation, a plant purchased asedligg may turn out to be a cut above the restveardhy of an award. In this way, superior plants
are not just reserved for the expert collector/theee. Having judging centers spread around thatcpmeans that any grower may participate in
this process and have their orchid judged by tipers.

Here are just a few of the AOS awards with theteda:
Award of Merit (AM/AOS)— Awarded to orchid species or hybrids scoringd89 points inclusive on a 100-point quality scale

First Class Certificate (FCC/AOS)The highest flower-quality award, awarded tchadcspecies or hybrids scoring 90 points or more.

Certificate of Cultural Excellence (CCEAwarded to the exhibitor of a well-flowered sjpaen plant of robust health. The plant must scobeem
than 90 points on a 100-point scale. Plants reggithis award represent the highest level of orchiture.

Certificate of Botanical Recognition (CBRAwarded to rare and unusual species with edotatinterest that has received no previous awards.
The entire plant must be exhibited.

cattleya aclandiae alba

This photomontage shows the extreme variationshque specieQattIa aclandiae. Note the variation in lip color, degree and tof spotting,
shape and fullness of the petals, and overall ptasen. The far left picture shows the cultivirull-Smith’, awarded an FCC (93 points) just lasinth.

To contact ETOS or view previous newsletters, visit our website at: www.easttexasorchidsociety.com. |




Upcoming Events

July 10-12: Baton Rouge Orchid Society ShowBaton Rouge Garden Center, 7950 Independence Hatbn Rouge, LA.
July 12, Sunday: ETOS July meeting**2 ™ Sunday due to July &' holiday**) —1:30 pm at Unity Church, Nacogdoches, TX
August 2, Sunday: ETOS August meeting 1:30 pm at Unity Church, Nacogdoches, TX

August 7: Houston Orchid Society Annual Workshop Univ. of St. Thomas, Crooker Center, 3900 Grakstdouston, TX.
September 18" Re-potting Workshop - ETOS to host a seminar on re-potting orchidsis Thands-on” event is sure to be a blag}!
There will be a nominal registration fee, but atiees take home their newly re-potted orchids!

- white or pink flower, and never really intend omicg for a plant.
Where Can Growers in East Texas This is totally fine for the casual orchid fan, Hanatics like

Find Qualitv Orchids? myself are looking for a plant to enjoy for yearst months.

, Q y . . Option #3: Big Box Stores— Lowe’s and Wal-Mart occasionally

That's a gqod question! East Texas is a beautladepto Ilve_and offer orchids as well. Their blooming orchids pably come

gr<|>|W tprchldz. i The(;e ?ret many bEa?t th gr}gvg;rs ittt from the same factory greenhouses. Many big chawes-water

;:]o ec |ons,f ut goo ptatrrl]s can d e art_ Om;&me][.edare’their orchids, rapidly decaying the potting mediare-potting is
OWEVer, a Tew gems out there, and some tps o MINdING o, metimes needed. Some stores are now offerintjesrptants,

guality orchids at reasonable prices. The worldrahids is vast,

. . . e . out of bloom, actually intended to be grown — inmagthat! The
but building a diverse collection can be difficuitan area without . big orchid suppliers are stocking Lowe’s andl-Miart
specialty orchid vendors. Here are a few of oudiongs:

) i . " stores across the country with what | call “baggexnithids,
Option #1: Loqal Nurseries— Dragonfly Nursery in quntoqurapped in mesh and hung on a rack in a plastic bdgst are
Nacogdoches is the only place I've ever seen a ity of Cattleya and Vanda hybrids, but Wal-Mart has beerawk to
tropical orchids for sale. They are usually lagged in bloom ’

" ) L ' offer different varieties this way. If not purclegisquickly, they
which does affect price. | have mostly seen Phalssidiums, may linger for weeks, never seeing a drop of watBut when

and Vandas offered, but | bet they would stock thé they urchased early, these can be vigorous and h if given
knew _there was a demand. C.:OOKS Nursgry _and Oltheal g larger pot azd fresh media. gOptions areel‘iair;fﬁsctheg few
nurseries may offer the occasional terrestrial igrcbuch as, .rieties are stocked at any given time. Also, stores take
Phaius tankervillae (Nun's Orchid) andBletilla striata (Chinese better care than others. Our local hardWare c’ha'gﬂects them
Ground Orchid) which is a hardy perennial in thissaand up toterribly but the Lufkin st.ore maintains them vergll

around zone 5. What we still lack is variety V\ah:onsiderationoption’#4, Trading — This is one of the most fu.n and exciting
for our local climate and botanical diversity. Naly sells specie '

. . SWays to build your orchid collection. Trading arsf sharing
or primary hybrids of Phals, Paphs, Vanda, I‘aem':’HssavoIa’divisions of plants in your collection is a greaaymo spread the

Engyclla_l, gattleyr?,detc. 'ghese car; tt;]e some O{Z?;m Inter‘:“sungtenjoyment of orchids with a friend. Hopefully yofiiends will
and variable orchids, and some ot (n€ easies fere in eas start collections of their own and the trades bexzamore and

'I(')e>:§15. I#_;Zt-’scr;nake ours\:mces he_ﬁ:d and ?SK fdm:fdoctj”y' ._more interesting. I've traded through the mailhagirchid friends
pflfdn f : roc_:elry ores — lik e\s/el st(_)re? oDerh 00MING, \waco to Florida, and even Puerto Rico. Trading great way

orchids for special occasions like Valentine's ay €S€ ar%y discover new plants you might have never comsitigrowing.

usually mass-produced in laboratories and shippetuoked into Option #5; Mail Order — Mail order has become all the rage in

:ﬁwn al(;eady n thbloom. d Tfh esle tfat;tory :gre_en?ho use‘}M?the plant world. The postal service and otheriegrmake it safe
ousands upon thousands of piants for sale Inetigses of 5, quick to ship and receive plants in the mé#tilsounds a bit

cohalt?znansj“?re often (E)nly |olent|f|(|ed asa dl?halp?rﬁiai)r MOLh scary at first, but it's simpler than you thinkyibu know where to
blrc . es?t can be $X remg;}: revxk/)art Ing plant p_rovtlhe look. Mail order opens up all sorts of options) tauch to cover

oobms ye?tr atter yearﬂ: cared for, bu matn)élwmml_ '2 € here so I've included a list of some of my favonendors with
garbage after serving thér purpose as a ta e'e[ma € Ordescriptions of their respective specialties - gime a try. Even
bathroom decoration. Without labels, these realgn’t marketedif you're not in the market for a new plant, thestes have lots of

to serious orchid growers who collect species aylaritis, but : : -
rather the general public who merely want a prbttytemporarygreat photos and cultural advice for the beginttappy hunting!

July Meeting Preview: On July 13" (second Sunday) we will be taking our next
steps towards AOS affiliation. Other agenda itémskide planning the re-potting
workshop in Sept., settling on potential topics apdakers for programs this fall,
and of course another show-and-tell table. Aslusteawill have refreshments
and will close the meeting with an orchid raff/e hope to see you there. ~
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