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DATE:  Sunday, May 2nd 
 
TIME:  1:30 pm 
 
PLACE:  Unity Church, 
Nacogdoches, TX 
 
REFRESHMENTS:  Open 
 
AGENDA ITEMS:   
-ETOS Show? 
-2010 Meeting Programs 
-Membership ideas 
 
SPEAKER: none 

 
June Meeting:  6-6-10 

 

Tyler Show a Success! 
The East Texas Orchid Society entered a display in Tyler for the CETOS Spring Show.  This was the second time ETOS has 

participated in an orchid show, and the first floor display.  Preparing a display to fill fifty square feet was quite different than the 
tabletop display we set up in Shreveport last 
fall.  Members of ETOS dedicated lots of 
time and energy to make this display 
happen.  Among others, special thanks to 
Cindy, Gwen, Olie, and Justin for all the 
hard work and planning involved.   
Olie participated in the judging, and Justin 
clerked for one of the judging teams.  Our 
display had several show ribbons and even a 
few trophies – Cindy’s plant won Best 
Grown Plant for Oncidiums, and Olie’s 
plant won Best Flower for Dendrobiums.  
We had a few plants in our display marked 
for AOS judging as well.  One of Olie’s 
plants, Doritaenopsis Liu’s Berry, was 
awarded a Highly Commended Certificate 
from the AOS (HCC/AOS).  Congrats, Olie! 
Four vendors were set up and brought a 
wide variety of blooming plants for sale.  Of 

course, we all made a few additions to our orchid collections.  The show ended Sunday at 4pm and we promptly disassembled the 
display, crammed our vehicles, and headed back home.  We met some very friendly and knowledgeable growers from neighboring 
societies and ETOS was well represented.  It was a very fun and exciting weekend, but a tiring one.  

Some Thoughts on Membership 
The hobby of orchid growing has a steep learning curve.  Since orchids are not cheap, slow to grow, and bloom in their respective 

seasons, the rate at which we gain experience can sometimes be frustratingly slow.  Even those who have been hopelessly hooked 
have their gratification delayed while their collection builds to a point where he or she can enjoy blooms for most of the year.  I 
admire the determination and commitment of these new growers – I’ve been one.  We need to be constantly adding more members 
like this because today’s beginners will eventually become tomorrow’s veteran growers.   

We are still a very new group; most of us had never even been to an orchid show before joining ETOS.  Now that several of our 
members have seen firsthand how much effort hosting our own orchid show will be, there is some 
concern as to weather we have sufficient membership to divide the work into manageable chunks.  We 
have ten members on our membership roster, some are brand new to orchids, some are only casually 
interested, and some are unable to participate for other reasons.  This is fine.  It’s just part of life and 
part of being in a society.  We all have different interests and levels of commitment.  Again, the 
answer is more new members. 

Any opportunity to get our friends and neighbors to grow an orchid is a potential new member.  
Our potting workshop was a great success and I’d love so see us build upon it.  Our first outside 
speaker was also excellent, but we could have capitalized on it by publicizing it more.  We will 
continue to learn lessons as we go, and in time we will have our own show, but I believe that we 
should make it an immediate priority to increase our membership.  We are established as a society, 
let’s change gears and focus on growth.  Here are a few ideas to think about before our next meeting: 

· Plant Sales – anywhere, anytime, several times per year.  The more, the better. 
· Public Orchid lectures/workshops – potting workshop, demonstrations, slideshows, etc.  
· Participation in community events – membership booth with orchid raffle or sale. 
· Orchid exhibit at public location – nursery, bank, hotel, visitor’s center. 
· Intentionally appeal to all ages and demographics. 
· Utilize all forms of media to publicize ETOS. 
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  Oncidium         [From the AOS Culture sheet] 
(on-SID-ee-um) 
 
 
This is an extraordinarily large and diverse New World genus with an equally 
diverse number of habitats. Oncidiums may originate anywhere from sea level in 
the tropics to the high elevations of the Andes. This obviously makes cultural 
generalizations difficult. More specific instructions may be available from the 
grower. Some genera included are Aspasia, Brassia, warm-growing miltonias 
(often called the Brazilian type) and many of their hybrids. 
Light  needs can vary from bright to nearly full direct sun depending on the 
species. Most will thrive with one to several hours of sun a day. Generally, thicker 
leaved plants, such as "mule-ear" and "equitant" oncidiums, can stand more light. 
In a greenhouse, 20 to 60 percent shade is required, or about 2,000 to 6,000 foot-
candles, depending on the plants. In the home, east, south or west windows are 
ideal. Many types of oncidiums will grow under artificial light: Four fluorescent 
tubes supplemented with incandescent bulbs and placed 6 to 12 inches over the 
plants are necessary for proper growth. Metalhalide and sodium-vapor bulbs also 
provide sufficient light without needing to be so close to the plants. 
Temperatures for this group are generally considered intermediate to warm: 55 to 
60 F at night, and 80 to 85 F during the day. Temperatures up to 95 to 100 F are 
tolerated if humidity and air movement are increased as the temperatures rise, a 
good general rule in any case. 
Water requirements vary with the type of plant. Generally, plants with large 
fleshy roots or leaves need less-frequent watering than thin-leaved or thin-rooted 
plants. Watering should be thorough, and the medium should dry at least halfway 
through the pot before watering again. This may be every two to 10 days 
depending on weather, pot size and material, type of orchid and type of potting 
medium. Plants not actively growing should be watered less; many species have 
winter rest periods. 
Humidity  should be between 30 and 60 percent. Many oncidiums require less 
humidity than other orchids. Most greenhouses have adequate humidity. In the 
home, placing the plants above moist pebbles in trays is ideal. 
Fertilize regularly while plants are actively growing. Applications of 30-10-10 
formulations twice a month are ideal for plants in a bark-based potting medium. A 
20-20-20 formulation should be used on plants in other media or on slabs. If skies 
are cloudy, applications once a month are sufficient. 
Potting should be done when new growth is about one-half 
mature, which is usually in the spring. Fine-grade potting 
media are usually used with fine-rooted plants and coarser 
mixes with large-rooted plants; the standard size is medium 
grade. The plant should be positioned in the pot so that the 
newest growth is farthest away from the edge of the pot, 
allowing the maximum number of new growths before 
crowding the pot. Spread the roots over a cone of potting 
medium and fill in around the roots. Firm the medium 
around the roots. Keep humidity high and the potting 
medium dry until new roots form. Equitant and mule-ear 
oncidiums, as well as other fleshy-leaved or large-rooted 
plants, can be grown on slabs of cork bark or tree fern or in 
pots filled with a coarse, well-drained medium such as 
charcoal. This allows the drying between waterings that 
these types need. 
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